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SUMMARY 

Top Goon is a clever satiric puppet show that portrays very serious current issues in Syria. Throughblack comedy, it 
criticizes (and ridicules) the Syrian regime. The show is produced by Masati Mati, a group of Syrian actors who 
operate from within Syria.  This first of 13 episodes was uploaded to YouTube in November 2011 with the 
dedication: “To Gayath Matar and all our martyrs, to all our brave detainees... Free Syria.”   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. To what extent do you think this kind of satire can deflate fear and mystique of the powerful – in this case by 
depicting the Syria’s President Assad as silly scared man in a funny night hat?  

2. What do you think of comedy in general as a mechanism to deflate fear? Do you think it would make you feel 
stronger if you were fighting your regime? 

3. Some see a message in this video that says not only are the Syrian people victims of the regime, but the 
powerful are also victims of their own choices. Do you agree?  If so, do you think this message is intentional?  

4. What should the world do to stop the violence in Syria?  

BACKGROUND   

In March 2011, riding the wave of the Arab Spring, 
protest in Syria erupted. Citizens demanded the release 
of political prisoners and the resignation of the 
President; government security forces responded with 
violence. Since then the scope and severity of the 
protests and the violence have both grown. The county 
is moving towards civil war.   TIMELINE  CURRENT NEWS 
 
Population: 22 million (July 2012 est.)  
GDP per capita: US $5,040  
Religion: Sunni Muslim - 74%; other Muslim - 16%; 
Christian - 10%  
Independence: 1946 (from France)  

LEARN MORE  

Top Goon: Puppet show takes aim at Syria's Assad. CBS News (Dec 12, 2011)  

The Arab Spring: A Year Of Revolution. NPR (Dec 2011)  

Syrian refuges in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey ; Cyprus plans to take up to 200,000  
Jordan: Bias at the Syrian Border. Palestinians Face Detention, Threat of Forced Return.  
Human Rights Watch (July 4, 2012) 
Report describes brutal torture in Syria. CNN (July 3, 2012) 
Kukly – Russia’s political puppet satire show  

S T U D Y  G U I D E  S E R I E S  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5RifYxWr-4&feature=player_embeddedeo.com/32234310
http://www.youtube.com/user/MasasitMati
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle-east/syrian-activist-ghiyath-matars-death-spurs-grief-debate/2011/09/14/gIQArgq8SK_story.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14703995
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/spotlight/syria/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503543_162-57341297-503543/top-goon-puppet-show-takes-aim-at-syrias-assad/
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/jordan-sets-up-camps-for-syrian-refugees-as-their-numbers-increase/2012/07/10/gJQAingEaW_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/05/world/middleeast/05iht-m05-lebanon-refugees.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/05/world/middleeast/05iht-m05-turkey-camp.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/10/us-syria-crisis-cyprus-idUSBRE8690OW20120710
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/07/04/jordan-bias-syrian-border
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/07/03/world/meast/syria-torture-report/
http://www.rferl.org/content/article/1109591.html

